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City of Mill Creek Statement on Councilmember Sean Kelly 
 
The City of Mill Creek has received questions about Councilmember Sean Kelly’s status and 
action to be taken by the City Council. 
 
To be clear, Council membership is a function of state electoral law. While the Mill Creek City 
Council has broad authority to manage its own affairs under RCW 35A.11.020, that does not 
extend to removal of one of its members without formal legal action.   
 
When Kelly filed for re-election in May 2017, he was qualified to run for office in Mill Creek. 
Questions about his residency were raised in September 2017. However, the City Council does 
not have legal authority to investigate or dismiss a councilmember. Without information 
disclosed by Kelly, the Council could not take action. There is a lawful process that must take 
place, and such a process is underway.  
 
The first step in that process was initiated on Oct. 27 by Carmen Fisher, the individual running 
against Kelly, which was to challenge his residency. The hearing before the Snohomish County 
Canvassing Board took place on Nov. 17.  
 
The official ruling released last week by the Canvassing Board determined that Kelly’s voter 
registration for Mill Creek was invalid as his legal residence no longer is in the City of Mill Creek.  
 
After the election was certified on Nov. 28, Kelly contacted the City Manager, notified her of his 
intent to tender his resignation from the Council, and proactively made arrangements to 
reimburse the City for salary received for the months of August through November. 
 
Based on this, the Council seat will remain vacant for the remainder of 2017 since there is not 
sufficient time to go through the selection process with only two Council meetings remaining in 
2017. 
 
For the Council seat term beginning in 2018, Kelly’s opponent notified the City Council on Nov. 
28 that she is seeking to have his candidacy disqualified and his votes discounted. The Council 
will not interfere with the legal process by making a premature appointment, and will await the 
court’s decision. 
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